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Chairman’s Chat

In case you think you missed it, there wasn’t a July/August newsletter as events conspired against me and there simply wasn’t time.  However it is now time to bring you all up to date with events, past and forthcoming and there is plenty going on!  













 Debbie  
Members Matter

Congratulations to Hirelle and JJ on the safe arrival of Eva Lucia (Baby Pimbers).  Life in the Big Apple seems to be going well although they are due to come back and see us all in October.  September also sees Voirrey leaving us for Chester University, we will all miss her loads but being not so very far away means she can come back for visits fairly often and deliver her washing to Marie!  I am sure everyone will join me in wishing her the very best of luck – Voirrey that is, not Marie!!  

The summer show season has seen a number of successes in obedience and agility so congratulations to:
Jean and Arthur for winning Beginners at the Royal Manx Agricultural Show 
Debbie & Bea for winning their first B at the Royal Manx and also qualifying for their Kennel Club ‘B Excellent’ award

Sue and Maggie for winning out of pre-beginners and large dog G1 agility at MAD 
Voirrey and Muffin for winning the Reg Povall Memorial Trophy at MAD

Lou and Razzle winning large dog Grade 2 agility at MAD

Dawn & Holly winning medium dog G1-4 agility at MAD twice!

Pauline & Gypsy winning small dog G1-4 agility and G1-7 agility at MAD
Alison & Loki winning medium dog G1-4 agility at MAD


We are still waiting on some of you handing over your money from the sponsored walk before we can announce the final total raised and who raised the most.  However I can tell you that we have over £700 to date!  

I have also just received the sad news that Renee has lost her westie, Tobias, following an extended period of poor health.  He was a super little chap and will be much missed by everyone that knew him.  
Kennel Club Code of Conduct

The KC have issued a new Code of Conduct to detail it’s expectations for all those taking part in or attending events under its jurisdiction and the standard of behaviour that should be expected/accepted by all involved.  This can be downloaded from the KC website and is well worth reading, particularly their guidelines on the use of social media such as Twitter and Facebook.  Much of Code is simple manners and common sense but it is easy in this age of technology to forget the impact that comments on these sites can have and that it reaches a far larger audience than you might appreciate.  For me there are two simple rules that probably sum it all up:

· Do unto others as you would have done unto yourself

and

· Think before you speak (or type!)
Pup Quiz Question – where might your dog pick up a ‘tick’ from?
Agility Action

Our new beginner course is set to start on Tuesday 13th September when we return to our winter quarters at Kennaa Equestrian Centre, St Johns.  There is just time for anyone else that is interested to sign up – dogs must be 12 months minimum but no limits on handlers!  Please contact Jayne at sulbybridge@manx.net for further info.


We are also hosting the next Agility Challenge at Pauline’s field on Sunday 25th September, this is a competition with the two other agility clubs on the island and we will be competing for a cup for the best club!  Lots of friendly rivalry involved and lots of helpers needed if anyone can spare a couple of hours!
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Pup Quiz Answer – a tick is a nasty blood sucking parasite that attaches itself to animals or to humans. Once a certain amount of blood is sucked, the ticks grow bigger in size. A lot of people mistake them for regular insects, which they are not, they are more closely related to spiders, and like them, ticks have several legs. An adult tick has eight legs to be exact!  Ticks are ectoparasites, which mean that they are external parasites.  They can be picked up almost anywhere but the most likely source is long grass or undergrowth, particularly areas that have livestock such as sheep – hence one common name of ‘sheep tick’ that is used.  They can carry some nasty diseases so prevention and/or removal is important – some spot on flea treatments offer protection against these little blighters but if you do find one on your pet then it should be removed quickly and carefully.  Your vet will advise how best to do this or you can invest in a ‘tom o’ hook’ which is a little plastic device that works a treat! 
Missed friends


Late summer saw the club lose two well loved canine friends, Max and Josh, both will be missed by all who knew them.  It seemed only right to write a few words to remember them by.

MAX
[image: image7.wmf]It is with great sadness that I am having to record the passing of a very special member of our club.  Sadly Betty's Max is no longer with us having been taken very suddenly and quickly( a blessing for him) but leaving a large hole for all his friends left behind. We will miss him announcing his arrival with such joy and the sight of him working with Betty was a testament to all the hard work and loyal attendance by both Max and Betty over the years. I will always treasure the memory of the beautiful sight of Max in full flight out on our walks together and feel blessed to have had Betty and Max's friendship and I am sure we all send Betty our deepest sympathy over her loss.          Gill and Pepper

JOSH
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Keith and I steadfastly ignored all the reports of a collie pup that was ‘just like Luke’, our other collie, at the MSPCA and then the photo that was featured in that Thursday’s Courier.  Who would be crazy enough to have four dogs?  The idea was preposterous!


On the Sunday afternoon we signed the official adoption papers! But it was another two weeks before Josh was fit enough to come home and another 18 months before I could even consider any formal obedience training while we dealt with the legacy of his life as a latch key dog.  He was only 6 months old but with such a rotten start to life had already been left with recurring and severe bouts of enteritis, frighteningly high temperatures, an allergy that caused his face to swell leaving him looking more like an English Bull terrier than any collie we had ever seen, a habit of regularly running off and a passion for all things vehicular that rivalled any ‘Top Gear’ presenter!


So I embarked on what was to become my greatest personal canine challenge to date!  Day after day I spent time working with Josh on his traffic problem; dealing with his independent determination to go off and do his own thing during a walk; desperately trying to establish a bond with a dog that clearly didn’t think much of me at the time; and of course helping him through the health problems.   It took some time but we finally cracked it!  


The last pieces of the jigsaw finally fell into place and 2004 saw Josh take his first novice obedience win in the UK with a number of second places to compound it, following with his second win in 2005.  The icing on the cake was gaining the accolade of Obedience Dog of the Year two years running!  
Sadly Josh never fulfilled his true obedience potential as hip dysplasia and arthritis were to be added to his list of health issues but neither stopped him enjoying life to the full and he will always be remembered for being one of the happiest dogs I’ve ever had the pleasure of sharing my life with.  His tail would rotate when we did heelwork and he never failed to come up with some mischief in other exercises, which I never failed to make me laugh.  Indeed life itself was always fun with Josh about and he brought love and laughter into everyone’s lives with his antics and very special Joshy hugs.  He was always an especially good boy for his favourite ‘small person’, Jade, and to see them do heelwork together could bring a tear to the toughest onlooker.  



Miss you little boy, Debbie, Jade and all of your friends
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Both of these special dogs will be at Rainbow Bridge now causing their own special brand of fun and chaos!  

Gone but never forgotten.  
Obedience on the Go!


We have now moved our competition obedience training from 9pm on a Wednesday to its own dedicated night on a Monday evening at the hall and this is proving a great success already.  We have a number of new handlers trying their hand at this and probably trying their patience too as they try to get to grips with the footwork element – Strictly Come Dancing eat your heart out!  It’s brilliant to see such a variety of dogs getting involved and enjoying themselves in some one to one time with their handlers.  



Our 8pm advanced pet dog class is now being put through their paces on a weekly basis by Jean and all seem to be having a great deal of fun along the way.  As this is now the last class of the evening we do need some help with sweeping the floor and clearing away at the end and if anyone is willing to take on the job of Tea Monitor that vacancy is still going!
Club Calendar – forthcoming events
Sept 
Sun 25
Agility Challenge at Pauline’s Field

Wed 28
No training as hall in use for local election
Oct
Sat 15
Annual dinner and presentation – Grosvenor, Andreas 7pm
Wed 19
Annual General Meeting – 8pm to follow puppy class
A full list of the year’s forthcoming events can be found on the club website.
Annual supper and presentation

Last year’s Ceilidh Night proved a success but the downside was that it was a tad on the chilly side so this year we have decided to bring the dinner forward to Saturday October 15th and to hold it at the Grosvenor pub in Andreas (7pm).  Their food is superb and the function room is perfect for both dinner and prize presentation. Tickets are £12.50 per head (payable in advance only) to cover the lot!  We do need to know numbers ahead of the date so book now!  The meal will be a choice of LASAGNE or CHICKEN CURRY with chips, rice, jacket potatoes and salad to accompany it and a selection of desserts to follow.  If anyone is vegetarian please indicate when you book so that a suitable alternative can be put out for you.  
And just to add that extra bit of fun to proceedings it will be fancy dress with an animal theme for those who wish to go for a slightly different dress code!  There will be a special prize for whoever is voted the best so challenge on!  In amongst all the food and frivolity we will also be presenting trophies and prizes to mark those of you who have made significant progress or achievement in your training whether agility, competition obedience or pet training.  So please do support us and you may be surprised to find you an award coming too!

……………..………………please detach and hand back with your payment……………………………………………
Ramsey DTC Annual Dinner 2011 booking form
Name

.........................................................................................................................

Contact Tel No.    ................................................................................................................

Number of people attending @ £12.50 per head  .................................................................

Total Enclosed  £  
(cheques payable to ‘RDTC’)

(Please indicate if you would like a vegetarian meal)
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