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Chairman’s Chat
After all the hard work and not a few sleepless nights the Mary Ray K9 Cabaret has been and gone but what a night it was!  I had expected it to be good but I have to say it was better than I could have hoped for and very well received by just about everyone who went, quite a few non doggy people amongst them.  You couldn’t help but admire the fabulous relationship that Mary has with her dogs and their love of working with her – it was hard to tell who was having the most fun!  But then isn’t that how training should be?  
I am pleased (if not a little relieved!) to say that we have more or less broken even on the event and our grateful thanks to Fiona Bryans for all of her help and advice in guiding us through what was a big first for the club.  Thanks also to Caltrac Plant Hire and Groundworks for their support.  






Debbie  

Members Matter

 Many thanks to all of you who have supported our efforts to raise money for this year’s nominated charity – the Border Collie Trust GB.  I am delighted to confirm that the total raised was a phenomenal £1006!!  The sponsored walk raised an amazing £867 with a further £139 came from sales of hand made cards from Sylvia Johnson. Congratulations to Sue Callow who brought in the most sponsorship money (£175) and will be getting a goody bag from the Trust, followed closely by Susan Callow with £170!  Way to go girls!

Our charity for 2011 is ‘Wish upon a dream’ so let’s see what we can do to help a few dreams come true…


We were saddened to hear that two of our members lost dogs dear to them recently - Pat Gellion lost her collie Oddie and Peter Brown lost Meg, both very special dogs who will be very much missed.  It is never easy to lose our four legged friends and it is a reminder to that they never really live long enough so enjoy their company every day.
Annual supper and presentation
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For a complete change this year we thought it would be great fun to have a ceilidh band to entertain us and Niarbyl Catering for the supper - guaranteed fantastic!! The menu will have three options of main course – cheese and broccoli bake, steak and potato pie and lasagne with accompanying veg, salads etc and a dessert to round it off.  However what we can’t provide is a bar so it is a BYO drinks event!  We will be holding it at the Lezayre Church Hall on Saturday November 27th and we promise you won’t recognise the place!  Tickets are £12.50 per head (payable in advance only) to cover the lot!  We do need to know numbers ahead of the date so book now!


In amongst all the food and frivolity we will also be presenting trophies and prizes to mark those of you who have made significant progress or achievement in your training whether agility, competition obedience or pet training.  So please do support us and you may be surprised to find you an award coming too!

Pup Quiz Question – is it okay to give your dog a Christmas dinner?
Obedience on the Go!


 I’m delighted to see 3 new recruits in the competition class – well done and hope you enjoy this new challenge.  Our trainers will do their utmost to help you along with all the jargon and remember we all had to start somewhere, a bit like driving!  Its worth taking the time to have a look at www.obedienceuk.com for some great info on the sport, in particular the ‘Getting Started’ section by Jane Ellen.
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We are hoping to hold our competition test night in early December so watch this space for more info.  On the 15th we will be having our Christmas Party before breaking for a couple of weeks.  This is your chance to put your creative skills to the test and come up with a fabulous fancy dress costume for your dog and see if you can win first prize!  There are two categories – one for the Best Festive Outfit and the other for the Best of the Rest.  We have had some amazing outfits in the past so let’s see if you can beat them!
Agility Action


The new beginner group are all progressing very well and there a number of very promising dogs amongst them.  Do feel free to stay and watch the more advanced handlers and dogs at any time as this is an excellent way to learn.  We are also holding an Autumn Fun Agility Day on Sunday 21st November, 2010 at Kennaa Equestrian Centre, St Johns, starting at 9.30.  Entries will be £1 per dog per class with rosettes to 6th place in all classes.  There are special classes laid on for those who are in our beginner group so give it a go!  
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On December 14th we will be laying on a full evening of festive fun before breaking until January.  So tog up with a bit of tinsel and be prepared to join in some agility madness!
Tried and Tested!

With the clocks going back we now face winter days with dark evenings and grotty weather!  Time to think about seeing and being seen so here are a few bright ideas to help you!
· Wear a fluorescent waistcoat over your clothes for the ultimate in high vis

· Head torches are a great way to see yet leave your hands free for leads and poo bags etc!  These are now available from many sources, DIY places particularly
· Don’t forget to kit your dog out too – Weathertogs (www.weathertogs.co.uk) offer the ultimate in dog coats.  They are made to measure with a choice of colours and optional reflective strips.  My collies sport fluorescent yellow with reflective strips and a warm fleece lining for this time of year!  And to top that they are also good value for money, being little more than shop bought coats
· Total petrol station is also selling a flashing light that can be clipped to your dog’s collar for just £2.99

· Or what about a flashing or reflective collar for your dog?  Or a reflective lead?  See your local veterinary surgery or pet shop to see what they can offer.

As for tried and tested - I can vouch for the Weathertogs coats and I have now bought a second lightweight batch for my gang so we are geared for any weather!  They are machine washable, which some aren’t, and dry quickly in my airing cupboard!

Pup Quiz Answer – probably not!  Small amounts of leftovers mixed into your dog’s usual meal should be fine but larger amounts of unfamiliar rich food may result in a very undesirable tummy upset!  Certainly Christmas Cake is off the doggy menu as it is full of dried fruit, some of which is potentially poisonous to dogs.  As for feeding sprouts – well at your peril!!!!
Forthcoming Events

November 21

Autumn Crufts Agility Competition and Agility Fun Day


27

Ceilidh with supper and annual prize giving

December
14

Agility Xmas Party – full evening of fun for everyone

15
Obedience Xmas Party – even more fun and games 
January
11 & 12
Agility and obedience training restart

As a lighthearted end to the year, here are a few basic dog rules…
Newspapers: If you have to go to the bathroom while playing in the front yard, always use the newspaper that's placed in the driveway every morning for that purpose.

Visitors: Quickly determine which guest is afraid of dogs. Charge across the room, barking loudly and leap playfully on this person. If the human falls down on the floor and starts crying, lick its face and growl gently to show your concern.

Barking: Because you are a dog, you are expected to bark. So bark--a lot. Your owners will be very happy to hear you protecting their house, especially late at night while they are sleeping safely in their beds. There is no more secure feeling for a human than to keep waking up in the middle of the night and hearing your protective bark, bark, bark...

Licking: Always take a big drink from your water dish immediately before licking your human. Humans prefer clean tongues. Be ready to fetch your human a towel.

Holes: Rather than digging a big hole in the middle of the yard and upsetting your human, dig a lot of smaller holes all over the yard so they won't notice. If you arrange a little pile of dirt on one side of each hole, maybe they'll think its gophers. There are never enough holes in the ground. Strive daily to do your part to help correct this problem.

Doors: The area directly in front of a door is always reserved for the family dog to sleep.
The Art of Sniffing: Humans like to be sniffed - everywhere. It is your duty, as the family dog, to accommodate them.

Dining Etiquette: Always sit under the table at dinner, especially when there are guests, so you can clean up any food that falls on the floor. It's also a good time to practice your sniffing.

Housebreaking: Housebreaking is very important to humans, so break as much of the house as possible.


Going for Walks: Rules of the road: When out for a walk with your master or mistress, never go to the bathroom on your own lawn.


Couches: It is perfectly permissible to lie on the new couch after all your humans have gone to bed.


Playing: If you lose your footing while chasing a ball or stick, use the flower bed to absorb your fall so you don't injure yourself.


Chasing Cats: When chasing cats, make sure you never--quite--catch them. It spoils all the fun.


Chewing: Make a contribution to the fashion industry. ...Eat a shoe.[image: image1.png]
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