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Chairman’s Chat

Crikey, summer is just about here although you’d wonder after a couple of weeks of wet stuff!  Summer time is always a busy one for club so do keep an eye on forthcoming events for what’s happening and when.  


We will be looking to recruit helpers for our big shows in July - 16/17 July for Obedience and 23/24 July for Agility.  Both weekend shows attract competitors from across the island and across the water, even some from as far as Holland!  To ensure everything runs smoothly we need pairs of willing hands, as many as possible!  If you are willing to give a little back to the club then please let me know, a half day or a day would be gratefully received and in return for that we will give you some of our training time for free.  Can’t say fairer than that!!






 Debbie  
Members Matter

Good to see Jim back on his feet so soon after surgery – we missed your happy face!!  I’m also pleased to report that Hirelle has arrived safely in the Big Apple and is settling into her new life along with Nina.  There is a very special birthday looming too as our Chiefy in Charge of Money, Sue (club treasurer), reaches 70 in a few weeks – and still showing the young’uns how to run round an agility course!  Go girl!!   Congratulations too to Alison and Loki on winning out of Grade 1 at the IOM club show at the beginning of May – fantastic!

We were very sorry to hear that Pauline lost her lovely lurcher Poppy at the start of May.  Poppy was the first dog that Pauline trained at club and her first obedience dog too, a very gentle girl who will be much missed by the family.  We were also very saddened to hear that Trixie Bird had passed away recently.  She was my predecessor as Chairperson and had been with the club for very many years and was a keen obedience competitor in years past.  Trixie supported the club even after her retirement and in honour of her continued support a donation was made to each of the charities she had nominated – the MSPCA and Pets Aid League.
Sponsored Walk for Charity


Our charity for this year is Wish Upon a Dream (www.wishuponadream.co.uk) and we will be holding a sponsored walk to raise funds for this on Wednesday June 29th, starting at 6pm along the Mooragh Prom in Ramsey.  Wish Upon A Dream is an Isle of Man registered charity, it was launched in mid 2007 with the granting of the first wish and its primary role is to grant wishes for sick and terminally ill children living on the island. The charity is completely independent, and has no connection to any other charity of a similar name or nature either on the Isle of Man or the UK. Funds raised by the charity are solely for children living on the Isle of Man.

Without sponsoring, annual pledges or donations it would not be possible to grant wishes, therefore the support from corporate bodies and individuals is vital. Sadly, there may be occasions when time will be against us in making a dream wish come true, so it really is important that funds are always available.  We hope that as many club members join in the walk to raise funds for this very special charity and a form will be given with each newsletter.
Pup Quiz Question – what basic anatomical fact is the same for all dogs regardless of breed?
Agility Action

Margaret Pennnington has just spent a weekend training our agility trainers, ‘old’ and new, giving the former some new ideas and the latter some help in learning to be a trainer.  Trainers give their time freely and without their effort and valuable contribution to the club there simply would not be a club.  So many thanks to Margaret for her expertise, to Jayne for organising the weekend and thanks to all who attended.  We shall look forward to some new blood joining the ranks of trainers over the next few months.  

Sunday 15th May saw a mere 6 hardy individuals head to St Mark’s for the Blackberry of Rushen Agility Challenge.  Sadly their efforts were not quite enough for win this time but they still managed a respectable second place.  
Obedience on the Go!
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The first of our new Ellan Obedience Challenge Trophy competitions was held in April between RDTC and the IOM club.  We hosted this inaugural event at Pauline’s field (thank you Pauline!) and were blessed with the most amazing weather!  The event was intended to offer handlers the chance for some extra 
Competition and for those new to competitive obedience their first venture into a ring situation.  Classes ranged from pre-beginners to C with each club fielding an agreed number for each level.  Our handlers did superbly well and the newer ones did especially well, however it was not quite enough to win the trophy this time.  That said the experience was brilliant for everyone taking part.  Thanks to all who helped in organising the day, before during and after, to all the judges and stewards and those on scoreboards!  It ran like clockwork and we were all home in time for Sunday lunch – bliss!

Our pet handlers have also had the opportunity to put their skills to the test by taking their Bronze and Silver Pet Obedience Tests.  Congratulations to:

Bronze Tests





Silver Test
Alexandra Bell & Tippy Bell



Isobel Noel & Ben
Davy Jones & Bella



Gill Slaytor & Pepper
Emma Tapping & Lola



Beckie & Bella

James Everett & Rosie




Jayne Harrison & Mia

Jenny Hedges & Inca

Judith Wellings & Flossie

Kate Alexander & Ruby

Lisa Kinrade & Charlie Brown & Daisy
Lorraine Mihailouits & Alfie & Dolly

Marie Burns & Skippy

Ruth Hewings & Poppy

Sally Bacot & Yoda

Sheila Hamilton & Prince

Zoe Thompson & Bella
Edric Cross & Crumble

Isobel Noel & Ben

Steph Quayle & Jasper

Pup Quiz Answer – all dogs have 321 bones and 42 permanent teeth!  
National Vaccination Month
May 2011 is National Vaccination Month, the ideal time to restore your dog’s protection against the most important infectious diseases.  If your dog hasn’t been vaccinated in the last 18 months, its immunity to any or all of the diseases shown on this page may have lapsed.  These are dangerous, unpleasant diseases that can affect your pet so please use the opportunity of National Vaccination Month to restore your dog’s protection in full.  The club policy is to recommend conventional vaccination as advised by your vet but we do appreciate that it is the right of individual’s to choose alternative methods.  Indeed many vets now agree that annual boosters are not necessary with the exception of leptospirosis so you should talk to your vet and discuss a policy that will suit you.  Kennel cough is given separately to the annual boosters but important to consider this if you are competing or your dog is due for a stay in kennels.  
Arg Beiyn Veterinary Practice has a special amnesty for anyone who’s dog has lapsed on it’s vaccinations in May so do contact them for further information on 812208 (Ramsey).  
Dog Property Laws
How many of you know the rules regarding canine property?  Well here’s the law according to one little princess:

1. IF I LIKE, IT'S MINE.

2. IF IT'S IN MY MOUTH, IT'S MINE

3. IF I HAD IT A LITTLE WHILE AGO, IT'S MINE.

4. IF I CAN TAKE IT FROM YOU, IT'S MINE.

5. IF IT'S MINE, IT MUST NEVER BE YOUR'S.

6. IF IT JUST LOOKS LIKE MINE, IT'S MINE.

7. IF I SAW IT FIRST, IT'S MINE.

8. IF YOU ARE PLAYING WITH SOMETHING ELSE AND PUT IT DOWN, IT'S MINE.

9. IF I AM CHEWING SOMETHING UP, ALL THE PIECES ARE MINE.

10. IF IT USED TO BE YOURS, GET OVER IT.

11. IF IT IS BROKEN, IT'S YOURS.

Club Calendar – forthcoming events
May

15
Blackberry of Rushen Agility Challenge – the Glebe, St Marks 1pm 



27
Competition obedience test night
June 

1 & 8
No training – TT
12
Douglas Dog Training Club Companion Dog Show just outside Onchan Park – agility demo starts 10.30, obedience, breed and fun classes from 12.00


29
Sponsored walk – 6-6.30pm start from Ramsey swimming pool 
Sept 

28
No training as hall in use for local election
A full list of the year’s forthcoming events can be found on the club website.[image: image1.png]
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