[image: image1.png]


[image: image3.wmf]
[image: image4.png]



Chairman’s Chat

Happy New Year!  Winter seemed to hit us like a runaway sled in the last few months of 2010 and as a result of all the snow we did miss out on a number of training nights but safety has to come first and foremost - the roads may have improved but the areas around the respective venues remained icy.  However despite our best efforts to inform club members one or two were left unsure of whether training was going ahead or not.  We have a number of different methods used to inform you of this sort of change such as email, text messages and a notice on the club website so if you haven’t received that notification and would like to can you please let us know your email address ideally.  If you received this newsletter via email then you are now on the club list but if in doubt please check the website or ring me on 814073.


We may be only a few days into 2011 but already we have a busy agenda so do keep an eye on the Club Calendar to ensure you don’t miss out on forthcoming events.  I’ve listed those events that are coming over the next few months with a full list to be found on the website.
Debbie  

Members Matter
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Huge congratulations must go to Nick and Ruth on the (eventual!) arrival of baby Freya Lily!  We can finally all relax now even if you two can’t!!  Here’s to the next 18+ years of childcare!! Talking of which congratulations to Voirrey – 18 years old!  And on top of that she and Muffin have been selected to take part in the Inter-regional obedience competition at Crufts in March as part of the Northern Ireland team!  Woohoo!!
Pup Quiz Question – is it a good idea to leave your dog’s food down all day?
Agility Action

We are pleased to be joined by Laura Kelly as one of our trainers now and to benefit from her agility expertise.  I won’t tell you all that I knew Laura when she first started training with us in obedience at just 8 years old – oops, I just told you!!  Anyway we have also changed the rota slightly for the trainers to reduce the pressure on them, remember they are volunteers and the time they give to you is time they are missing training their own dogs.  Their time and input is very much appreciated and we are hoping to add to their numbers with a course designed specifically to train the trainers in the not too distant future.  Jayne will have full info on this.

We have introduced a weekly warm up for dogs primarily but handlers will also benefit from a lap of the school!  This is a very important aspect of our training and one that we used to do but the tight time schedule caused us to lapse.  However thanks to Laura’s routine and the change of class format we can now get back to it.


We have some interesting and important agility events coming up for you so do check out the Calendar.  
Obedience on the Go!


We have a large intake of puppies for the start of the new term and it’s lovely to see them all although it does make for a busy class!  On the plus side it gives every pup a great opportunity to socialise with other sizes and breeds of dogs.  On the down side I realise that some new handlers may feel that they struggle to get their puppy to pay attention initially but please do stick with the training and it will get better!  
· To compete with all the distractions you need to work at being even more exciting so use an exciting voice, 
· Have tasty treats – sausage, liver, black pudding, cheese or get one of the recipe sheets available at club
· Aim for strong play - this is best achieved at home and then tested at club when there are distractions about.  Get your puppy to chase after the toy rather than swinging it in their face (can you imagine how annoying that must be!) and don’t forget to allow them to catch it!
· Do regular short training sessions at home to perfect the exercises learned in class
Pup Quiz Answer – no!  If a dog is allowed to ‘graze’ by eating a little here and there over a day then you will most likely teach him to be picky eater.  As a general rule allow 15 minutes and if your dog has left his bowl then lift it and any remaining food until next mealtime.  Refresh or replace it with another meal (not a double portion!) at the next feeding time.
Club Calendar – forthcoming events
January
27
Crufts International Agility Protocol Review – open meeting, 
Lezayre Church Hall 7.30pm
February
13
Agility competition - The Glebe, St Marks 1pm start
March

10-13
Crufts - the biggest dog show in the world!


25-26
Agility training course (DDTC) – contact Jayne for further details

April

23
Fun Day - obedience and agility (IOM DO&AC)
A full list of the year’s forthcoming events can be found on the club website.[image: image6.jpg]
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