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Chairman’s Chat

Happy New Year!  Club is just back to training and already we have a number of events on the calendar so plenty for everyone to get involved with!  So without too much ado let’s get straight to the interesting bits!












 Debbie  
Members Matter


Congratulations to the following members:

Lou Jackson & Razzle on being selected for the A place in the Northern Ireland Inter-Regional obedience team

Debbie Martin & Bea on being selected as part of the NI World Cup Obedience team
Sue Adams & Maggie on their agility win across, also moving them up to Grade 3.  

Sue Callow & Cassie also winning their agility class at the same show
Brilliant results!

Pup Quiz Question – is it right that you only need to treat your dog for fleas in the summer?
Obedience on the Go!

We are hoping to organise our first competition obedience test night for the Monday night handlers in the not too distant future to give you a taste of competition and to put all your new found skills to the test.  And not forgetting our pet handlers we will be looking to organise a Bronze and Silver test night too.  And just to keep you all on your toes here are some training tips:

Do

· Practice in your home and garden first, before trying commands in public area 

· Keep sessions short (15 minutes max.) and fun 

· Reward or treat him on a random basis, once the new command has been learnt 

· Try to use hand signals with verbal commands, as some dogs may find them easier to recognise 

· Keep commands clear and consistent 

· Take your time and be patient 

· Try to finish on a high note - your dog is more likely to want to train again next time! 

Don't

· Let your dog get bored - stop immediately if you see this happening 

· Tell him off if he gets it wrong 

· Shout or physically punish him - it will make him scared of you and may cause aggression

· Train him if either of you are tired, neither will have the patience 

· Chase him when you want him to come - he'll think it is a great game and will run away even more 

· Try to train him in an area with lots of distractions, such as other dogs, people, noises, smells. 

· Expect too much too soon 

· Expect him to understand a command until you have taught him what it means

Pup Quiz Answer – modern day central heating provides an excellent environment for the flea so actually it is recommended that you treat your dog (and cat!) year round to combat the little beasties!  And that includes the house as well as your pets.
Tried and tested


Did you know that readers of the monthly magazine ‘Your Dog’ voted Frontline as their favourite flea treatment and Drontal Plus as their worming tablet of choice.  Did you also know that we have Drontal Plus for sale through the club shop?  We bulk buy and pass on the savings to club members so don’t miss out!  
Agility Action

 On Sunday the 26th of February the first of the year’s three Blackberry of Rushen Challenges (aka the inter-club match) will take place. Ramsey is hosting this one at Kennaa. This will take the usual format of three classes Fun, Jumping and Agility. Hopefully we will have an excellent turnout and Ramsey can retain the cup! As well as competitors we will need scribes, timekeepers, lead collectors, scoreboard steward and checker and of course people to assist in the set up and movement of equipment between classes. Set up is 12.00 for a 1pm start so the more the merrier to help please – if anyone who can offer help in any form please see/text or email Dawn (466553 / hendricksons@manxbroadband.com).  
Club Calendar – forthcoming events
January
9
Competition obedience classes restart



10
Agility training restarts



11
Puppy and pet obedience classes restart

February
26
Blackberry of Rushen Agility Challenge – Kennaa, 12.00 set up
March

8-11
CRUFTS!
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